Cooperative Learning Structures for Writing

Corners

1.  Teacher poses a problem with 4 choices (corners).

2.  Students record their answers and move to a corner (designated by teacher).

3.  Students in corners pair up and discuss.

4.  Class discussion.

5.  Repeat steps 1-4.

Experts Edit

1.  Teacher arranges workspaces in the room for student editors.

2.  As writers complete revisions and are ready for proofreading or editing help, they

     move to the appropriate editor.

3.  The student editor might be an all-purpose-helper or a specialist in one area.  Cross

      age tutoring fits this structure.

Formations

1.  Teacher announces and draws a shape or figure.

2.  Students form the given shape or figure.

3.  Students change the shape or figure as directed.

Inside/Outside Circle

1.  Students stand in two concentric circles, inside circle facing out, outside circle facing in.

2.  Students face a partner, share on a topic, question being asked by teacher or index cards can be used.

3.  Students praise or correct each other.

4.  Students turn and rotate X number of places (given by teacher).

Numbered Heads Together

1.  In groups of four, students number off (1-4).

2.  Teacher poses a question.

3.  Students put their heads together to discuss the question and come up with an answer.  All students in the group must know the answer.

4.  Teacher calls a number (1-4).

5.  Designated numbers may be asked to: a) stand to give the answer, b) go to the blackboard to give the answer, or c) write the answer on slates or a piece of paper.  Also, teacher may ask designated numbers to raise their hands, call on one of them and ask the others to give a thumbs up or down as to whether or not they agree on the given answer.
Pairs Confer

1.  Students are paired according to criteria the teacher deems necessary at any given moment.

2.  The two students confer about any paper, book, idea, etc.

Roundrobin
1.  In groups of four, students sit in a circle (or as close to each other as possible).

2.  Teacher poses a question.

3. One by one, students take turns (in a circle) giving a possible answer to the question.

4.  Continue until time is called.

Roundtable
1.  In groups of four, have one piece of paper and one pencil.

2.  A question/problem is posed.

3.  One member takes the paper and pencil and writes down an answer/idea to the question posed.

4.  Member passes the paper and pencil to the person on his/her left.

5.  Continue steps 3 and 4 until time is called

Team Confer

1.  Students are in teams of four.

2.  The team confers about any given paper, book, idea, etc.

Team Discussion

1.  The teacher presents a topic.

2.  Students discuss the topic within their teams.

3.  Teams share their conclusions with another team or with the class.

Team Interview

1.  In groups of four, students number off 1-4.

2.  1 person in each team stands.

3.  Rest of team asks person questions for a specified amount of time (1 min.) to be kept by a timekeeper in each group.

4.  Time is called.  Person sits down.

5.  Repeat steps 2-4 until all team members have been interviewed.

Think- Pair-Share

1.  Students get into pairs.

2.  Teacher poses a problem/question.

3.  Think time.

4.  Pairs work.

5.  Time is called.

6.  Pairs share with the entire class.

4-S brainstorming

1.  Students are in groups of 4 or 5.

2.  Each student has a role. 


Speed - “Let’s hurry.”  “Quick!  More ideas!”


Suspend Judgment - “All ideas are great.”  “Another fantastic idea.”


Silly – “Let’s have some crazy ideas.”


Synergy – “Let’s have some ideas like that.”  “Let’s change that to ….”


Recorder – writes down responses

3.  Teacher announces topic.

4.  Students brainstorm for specified amount of time.

5.  A class list may be developed by teacher calling on a number and students sharing.  

