Cooperative Learning Structures

	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Agreement Circles

1.  Students stand in a circle.

2.  1 person (or teacher) stands in the middle of the circle and makes a statement.

3.  Students move towards the center in proportion to their agreement with the statement.  (Students may not move backwards if they disagree).

4.  Pair discussion (optional).

5.  Students reform circle and person in the middle picks someone to take his/her place.

6.  Repeat steps 2-4.
Corners

1.  Teacher poses a problem with 4 choices (corners).

2.  Students record their answers and move to a corner (designated by teacher).

3.  Students in corners pair up and discuss.

4.  Class discussion.

5.  Repeat steps 1-4.

Find Someone Who

1.  Using a worksheet, People Hunt or other information gathering tool, students move about the room.

2.  Teacher may say “Find Someone Who knows the answer to # _____.”

3.  Students sign off on worksheet as they answer questions.

4.  Repeat steps 2 and 3 until worksheets are complete.


	Agreement Circles

*  current events

*  controversial issues
Corners

*  4 characters in a story- “Which is most like you?

*  What is your favorite season of the year?
Find Someone Who

*  any worksheet/ditto

*  continents - “Find Someone Who Knows..”


	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Guess the Fib
1.  Teams must tell three outrageous truths and one fib.

2.  Teams discuss and determine each member’s role (who is going to tell the truth and who will tell the fib).

3.  Each team stands and presents their truths and fib to the class.

4.  Class tries to determine who is telling the fib on each team.

Inside/Outside Circle

1.  Students stand in two concentric circles, inside circle facing out, outside circle facing in.

2.  Students face a partner, share on a topic, question being asked by teacher or index cards can be used.

3.  Students praise or correct each other.

4.  Students turn and rotate X number of places (given by teacher).

Interview
1.  Pair up.

2.  Designate an A and a B.

3.  Student A interviews Student B in terms of questions the teacher poses (name, something interesting about the person etc..).

4.  Student B interviews Student A in terms of questions the teacher poses (name, something interesting about the person etc..).

5.  Student A shares about Student B.

6.  Student B shares about Student A.


	Guess the Fib

*  characteristics of animals

*  review of class rules
Inside/Outside Circle

*  review of vocabulary words/definitions

*  math facts
Interview

*  1st day of school activity

*  pre-test/interview about what kids know about electricity




	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Line Up
1.  Teacher presents a topic (birthday, ABC order).

2.  Each end of the room should be designated according to topic (Jan.- Dec., A-Z).

3.  Students find where they fit and line up.

4.  Teacher checks the line for accuracy. 

Mix ‘n’ Freeze
1.  Mix- Students walk around the room.

2.  Freeze- Teacher tells students to freeze in place.

3.  Group- Students group according to teacher question (the answer to the question is a number).

4.  Left over students go to “Lost and Found”.

Mix ‘n’ Match
1.  Each student receives a card with a word, picture, or symbol on it.

2.  Students walk around room until they find the person who has a match to their card.  Each person stands next to his/her partner.

3.  Encourage students to do this without talking.

4.  Students should be given a specific amount of time to find their partner.

5.  Students mix again, trade cards with another student and find their match.


	Line Up

*  sequence the Presidents

*  value statements- “I think capital punishment should be banned.”
Mix ‘n’ Freeze

*  number of nouns in this sentence ......

*  number of years for a presidential term
Mix ‘n’ Match

* Spanish words/English words

*  pounds/ounces



	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Mix- Pair-Discuss

1.  Students move about the room.

2.  Students pair up when teacher says “pair.”

3.  Teacher poses a question, or students have cards with questions on them.

4.  Pairs discuss question (Rallyrobin).

5.  Teacher calls time.

6.  Pairs share their answers with the class (interview form).

7.  Students mix again and trade questions as they mix.

8.  Repeat steps 2-6.

Numbered Heads Together

1.  In groups of four, students number off (1-4).

2.  Teacher poses a question.

3.  Students put their heads together to discuss the question and come up with an answer.  All students in the group must know the answer.

4.  Teacher calls a number (1-4).

5.  Designated numbers may be asked to:          a) stand to give the answer,  b)  go to the blackboard to give the answer,  or c) write the answer  on slates or a piece of paper.  Also, teacher may ask designated numbers to raise their hands, call on one of them and ask the others to give a thumbs up or down as to whether or not they agree on the given answer.
Pairs Check
1.  Within groups of four, students pair up. 

2.  Designate an A and a B.

3.  “A” works problem while “B” coaches and “B” praises or corrects when “A” is finished.

4.  “B” works problem while “A” coaches and “A” praises or corrects when “B” is finished.  

5.  Pairs check in group of four.

6.  Team celebration.


	Mix-Pair-Discuss

*  What are some characteristics of rocks?

*  Read a story, leave out the ending and ask “What would you do?

Numbered Heads Together

*  “Make sure everyone on your team can name at least 5 confederate states.”

*  “Make sure everyone on your team can explain the water cycle.”
Pairs Check

*  main idea of a paragraph

*  math problems


	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Pairs Compare
1.  Pairs create a list (through Rallytable or other brainstorming structure).

2.  Designate a pair to go first.

3.  “A” from the first team share an item from their list.  The second team either checks off a similar item on their own list or adds it to their list if they don’t have it.

4.  “A” from the second team shares an item from list, first team adds to their list or check off.

5.  “B’s” repeat steps 3 and 4.

6.  Continue until all items from each pair have been shared.  Lists should be essentially identical.

Paraphrase Passport

1.  Teacher poses a question that may have many answers/opinions generated from it.

2.  Students do a Roundrobin to share their ideas only after they paraphrase what the previous person said.  “What I heard you say was...”

3.  Continue until time is called.

Rallyrobin

1.  Students pair up.

2.  Designate an “A” and a “B”.

3.  Teacher poses a question.

4.  “A” gives and answer, “B” listens.

5.  “B” gives an answer, “A” listens.

6.  Continue steps 5 and 6 until teacher calls time.


	Pairs Compare

*  traits of a character in a story

*  notetaking
Paraphrase Passport

*  Causes of the Civil War

*  Students discuss a short story
Rallyrobin

*  discuss important social skills

*  “Who were the 5 most important people in U.S. History?”


	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Rallytable
1. Within groups of four, students get into pairs.  Designate an A and a B.

2.  Each pair has a piece of paper and a pencil.

3.  Teacher poses a question/topic.

4.  Student writes an answer on the piece of paper and passes it to the other student.

5.  Students write and pass the piece of paper until teacher calls time.

Rotating Review

1.  Topics are written on pieces of chart paper and posted around the room.

2.  Each team is given a marker.

3.  Designate teams to go to one of the papers.

4.  Team is given one minute to write on the paper about the specific topic.

5.  Time is called and  teams rotate to another piece of paper.

6.  Teams are given one minute to read what was written by the previous team.

7.  Teams put a question mark next to anything they have a question on or disagree.

8.  Team has an additional minute (or 30 seconds) to write any other information.

9.  Repeat steps 4-8 until all teams have rotated to each piece of paper.

Roundrobin
1.  In groups of four, students sit in a circle (or as close to each other as possible).

2.  Teacher poses a question.

3. One by one, students take turns (in a circle) giving a possible answer to the question.

4.  Continue until time is called.


	Rallytable
*  List all prime numbers up to 100

*  List as many synonyms for the word _____

Rotating Review

*  characteristics of animal classifications

*  things you know about states in the midwest region (list each state on separate paper
Roundrobin

*  discuss classical composers and their works

*  use this word in a sentence .......

	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Roundtable
1.  In groups of four, have one piece of paper and one pencil.

2.  A question/problem is posed.

3.  One member takes the paper and pencil and writes down an answer/idea to the question posed.

4.  Member passes the paper and pencil  to the person on his/her left.

5.  Continue steps 3 and 4 until time is called.

Stir the Class

1.  Class forms a circle with teams of four standing shoulder to shoulder. (leave spaces between each team.

2.  Each team of four numbers off 1-4.

3.  Teacher poses a question.

4.  Teams of four huddle up to answer the question.

5.  Teams unhuddle to reform circle.

6.  Teacher calls a number.

7.  Persons with that number step forward and rotate to another group (teacher designated).

8.  Persons share the answer with their new group.

9.  Repeat steps 4-9.

Team Interview

1.  In groups of four, students number off 1-4.

2.  1 person in each team stands.

3.  Rest of team asks person questions for a specified amount of time (1 min.) to be kept by a timekeeper in each group.

4.  Time is called.  Person sits down.

5.  Repeat steps 2-4 until all team members have been interviewed.


	Roundtable

*  worksheets (each person do a problem)

*  name all of the bones in the arm
Stir the Class

*  interesting facts about each person in the group

*  name all of the planets
Team Interview

*  review for a test (kids generate questions)

*  each student pretends to be a different character in a story.  Students ask questions about that person.


	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Team- Pair- Solo

1.  Students work in teams of four (Roundtable) 1 paper/1 pencil.

2.  Students work in pairs (Rallytable) 2 papers/2 pencils.

3.  Students work solo- 4 papers/4 pencils. 

Team Stand and Share
1.  Each team creates a single list using Pairs Compare or other brainstorming structure.

2.  All teams stand.

3.  Teacher chooses a team to share one item from their list. 

4.  One team member (person holding paper) shares one idea from their list, checks it off and pass the paper to the right.

5.  On the other teams, one member either checks that item off their list (if they had it) or adds it to the list and passes the piece of paper to the person on his/her right.

6.  Repeat steps 3-5.  When all ideas on a team’s list are checked off, the whole team sits down. Continue until all teams are seated.

Telephone

1.  In groups of four, number off 1-4, teacher spins the spinner.

2.  One person per group leaves the room (determined by spinner).

3.  Rest of the team receives instruction from teacher (content).

4.  Plan- team decides how to teach the information to the missing team member (Roundrobin).

5.  Missing team members return to the room.

6.  Person gets instruction from the team.

7.  Person takes a test on the material covered.


	Team-Pair-Solo

*  math worksheet

*  guided practice
Team Stand and Share

*  characteristics of someone who is responsible

*  words generated from the word “TEAMWORK”
Telephone

*  short stories

*  long division (steps)


	Directions
	Ideas for my class

	Think- Pair-Share

1.  Students get into pairs.

2.  Teacher poses a problem/question.

3.  Think time.

4.  Pairs work.

5.  Time is called.

6.  Pairs share with the entire class.

Think- Pair-Square

1.  Within groups of four, students pair up.

2.  Teacher poses a problem/question.

3.  Think time.

4.  Pairs work.

5.  Time is called.

6.  Pairs share with their team (square).

Timed Pair Share
1.  Break groups into pairs.

2.  Within pairs, designate an A and a B.

3.  Pose a question/problem.

4.  Think time.

5.  A’s speak, B’s listen.

6.  Gambits “Thank you for listening.”  “Thank you for sharing.”

7.  Reverse, B’s speak, A’s listen.

8.  Gambits

Who Am I?

1.  Assign identities (name tags).

2.  Students move about the room asking questions about “Who Am I?”

3.  Students may only ask yes/no questions.

4.  Students may not ask more than 3 questions to the same person.

5.  When person guesses identity, he/she sits down.

6.  Those still asking questions may ask those sitting down any kind of question (i.e. What state do I border? or What pro team did I play for?)

7.  Continue until everyone is seated or designated time has expired.


	Think-Pair-Share

*  journal writing

*  generate 3 things you know about fire safety

Think-Pair-Square

*  name foods in one of the four food groups

*  compare American holiday(s) to another country’s holiday
Timed Pair Share

*  What do you think it would be like to live in the 1600s?

*  Why was JFK assassinated?
Who am I?

*  characters in a story

*  types of animals (students must know characteristics)
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