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Dictation

Going from phonemic awareness to letter-sound relationships

Administration:
The observer selects one of five alternative sentences to use in this observation task.  The child is given credit for every sound (phoneme) that he writes correctly, even though the whole word may not be correctly spelled.  The scores give some indication of the child’s ability to analyze the word he/she hears or says and to find a way of recording in letters the sounds that he/she can hear.  Use an alternative form for retesting children.

Say to the student:

I am going to read you a story.  When I have read it through once, I will read it again very slowly so that you can write down the words in the story.

Read the test sentence to the student at normal speed.  Then say:

Some of the words are hard.  Say them slowly and think how you can write them.  Start writing the words now.

Dictate slowly, word by word.  When the child comes to a problem, say:

You say it slowly.  How would you start to write it?  

What can you hear?

Then add:

What else can you hear?

If the student cannot complete the word, say:

We’ll leave that word.  Then next one is…

Point to where to write the next word if this helps the child.  Support the student with comments like these to keep the student working at the test.

Name:  ________________________  Age:  ___________  Date: __________
Alternative Sentences for Dictation

Form A:  

I   h a v e  a   b i  g   d o g   a t    h o m e.

1     2   3  4       5     6  7  8      9 10 11   12 13    14 15 16 
T o d a y   I   a  m    g  o i  n g    t o   t  a  k e    h i m   t o   s c h o o l.

17181920            21  22    23 24 25 26 27            28 29 30       31 3233
       34 35    36  37

____/16 words attempted

____/16 words correct

____/37 sounds correct

Form B;

M o m   h a s   g o n e   u p   t o    t h e   s h o p.

1   2  3       4  5  6     7  8  9         1 011  12 13     14  15     16  17 18
S h e   w i l l    g e t    m i l k    a n d    b r e a d.

 19   20   21 22 23    242526      27282930    313233      343536      37

____/13 words attempted

____/13 words correct

____/37 sounds correct



Name:  ________________________  Age:  ___________  Date: __________
Alternative Sentences for Dictation (continued)

Form C:

I   c a n    s e e   t h e    r e d    b o a t   t h a t   w e    a r e 

1   2   3  4         5  6         7    8      91 011       12 13   14   15   1617   1819      2021
g o i n g    t o    h a v e   a    r i d e   i n.

22 23242526   2728     2930 31       32    333435      36 37

____/15 words attempted

____/15 words correct

____/37 sounds correct

Form D:

T h e    b u s    i s   c o m i n g.     I t    w i l l    s t o p   h e r e   t o   

   1    2      3  4   5        6 7      8 9  1 0 1112 13     1415    161718     19202122   232425        2627
l e t    m e    g e t   o n.

282930   31  32    33 3435 36 37

____/13 words attempted

____/13 words correct

____/37 sounds correct



Form A:  

I   h a v e  a   b i  g   d o g   a t    h o m e.

T o d a y   I   a  m    g  o i  n g    t o   t  a  k e    h i m   t o   s c h o o l.

Form B;

M u m   h a s   g o n e   u p   t o    t h e   s h o p.

S h e   w i l l    g e t    m i l k    a n d    b r e a d.

Form C:

I   c a n    s e e   t h e    r e d    b o a t   t h a t   w e    a r e 

g o i n g    t o    h a v e   a    r i d e   i n.

Form D:

T h e    b u s    i s   c o m i n g.     I t    w i l l    s t o p   h e r e   t o   

l e t    m e    g e t   o n.
Observations:


_____	attempts words


_____	demonstrates left/right directionality


_____	demonstrates return sweep


_____	spaces between words


_____	uses initial sounds


_____	uses final sounds


_____	uses medial sounds


_____	writes sounds in sequence








Observations:


_____	attempts words


_____	demonstrates left/right directionality


_____	demonstrates return sweep


_____	spaces between words


_____	uses initial sounds


_____	uses final sounds


_____	uses medial sounds


_____	writes sounds in sequence












