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Many things happen each day in school, and kindergarten student often look forward to what is going to take place. They may think to themselves and sometimes ask aloud, “Is it art day or music day?” “Will we read a familiar book or one I have never heard before?” “Who will be the ‘special person’ today?” It is a good idea in kindergarten for the teacher to write a morning message every day. This morning message is written on a large piece of lined chart paper with a thick, dark marker. Many teachers do this activity as part of the opening or right after the class meeting. The first morning messages are simple, using just a sentence or two.

Example:

Dear Class,

Today is Tuesday.

We will go to music today.

Love,

Miss Williams

Each day as the teacher writes and talks about what she is writing, she lets her students know what she is writing and why she is writing it. For the first few messages, the teacher will be doing all the work and the children will be listening and learning what to do and why.

Example:

“I am going to write a morning message. I will say the words as I write.”

“Dear, capital D-e-a-r, Class, capital C-l-a-s-s. This is a comma (pointing to the comma), and it means to pause.”

“The first sentence I am going to write is, Today is Tuesday. Today, Capital T-o-d-a-y, is, I-s, Tuesday, capital T-u-e-s-d-a-y”. The teacher writes a period and points to the period while saying, “This is a period. You put a period at the end of a sentence.”

“Now I am going to write the second sentence, ‘We will go to music today.’ We, capital W-e, will, w-i-l-l, go, g-o, to, t-o, music, m-u-s-I-c, today, t-o-d-a-y. I put a period at the end of this sentence,” she says as she points to the period.

“At the end of my letter, I write the closing. I like to say, ‘I love you.’, I, capital I, love, l-o-v-e, you, y-o-u, comma.” The teacher points at the comma she has just written and says, “Pause.”

“I end the message with my name, so you will know I wrote you this message. Miss, Capital M-i-s-s, Williams, capital W-i-l-l-i-a-m-s.”

“That is my morning message to you. It tells you what today is and what we will do today.”

“Let’s look at the first sentence. How many words are in the first sentence?”

(Do the same for the second sentence, and the letters in each sentence.)

“Which sentence has more words? Which sentence has more letters?”

Skills Taught Through The Morning Message

What you say, you can write

where you start writing and which way the writing goes (left to right)

where you begin the next sentence or line (top to bottom)

Saying the words, then saying each letter, one at a time as it is written

using capital letters

using punctuation

counting sentences

counting words in a sentence

counting letters in a sentence

finding out which sentence has more words/letters

clapping the sounds you hear in words, like today (to-day)

talking about how you start and end a message

talking about the things that happen each day

talking about special events that happen to students in the class

After several weeks of modeling the process for the students enlist the students help.

Can someone show us where to start the morning message?

What sound do you hear at the beginning/ending of that word? 

Where do I need to use a period, comma or capital letter

Then share the pen.

Who can start the morning message for us?

How do we start?
(The Teacher’s Guide to Building Blocks pages 71-84 Hall & William, 2000)

