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Peer Inventories


	A desired outcome of education for ALL students is to live as valued and respected members of the community having meaningful relationships with family, friends and intimates. As educators, therefore, one of our tasks is to assist our students in the development and maintenance of these relationships, including friendships. Although we cannot force friendships, we can take advantage of the knowledge that there are factors associated with friendship development.  Four factors are proximity, opportunity, perceptions of similarity, and competence (Falvey, 1992).  With this information, we might infer that friendships may develop if two or more people (a) share common locations and have opportunities to interact, (b) have experiences in common, and (c) have the needed skills to engage in interactions.  Unfortunately, there are students who have few to no friends.  We need to find a way to address this.


	


	The use of Peer Inventories is one strategy that teachers can use to gather and analyze information to determine (a) which experiences age similar peers have in common as well as (b) specific skills needed to interact with age similar peers in meaningful ways. Essentially, peer inventories are questionnaires or interviews given to peers that ask for information concerning likes and dislikes along several variables (e.g., What sport do you like to play most?  What type of music do you like the most?  Where do you go to eat with your friends most often?...)  If there are one or more students who seem to be without friends or have puzzling behavior interfering with the development of friendships, peer inventories or interviews may assist in identifying socially valid skills or activities that may lend themselves to friendship development.  This can be done by (a) comparing the responses of the targeted student(s) to the responses of his/her age similar peers, and (b) identifying the similarities and mismatches 





Peer inventories provide teachers with socially valid information that may be used in conjunction with results from other assessments to determine potential recreation & leisure, and/or social skills goals and objectives for students with IEPs.  This is especially true when students need to learn skills that will assist them in developing and maintaining friendships and /or as outlets for recreation and leisure 





	Although there are no standards for completing peer inventories or interviewing peers, the Project shares with you some of our experiences and helpful hints concerning this useful strategy.





1.  Administer different versions with different content depending on the age of the student (e.g., kindergarten, elementary, middle school, and high school levels).





2.  Provide the children/students with a clear rationale for the purpose of the activity.  We have found that this increases the sincerity of student effort, especially for students in the older grades. A couple of lead in sentences may be, “It has been a long time since I 
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have been in ___ grade and I would like to see what students your age are interested in”;  “As your teacher, I want to know some things about my class.  This will help me...”.





3.  If you have one or more students who you have specifically targeted as needing additional help in developing and maintaining friendships, or need to engage in more appropriate recreation/leisure activities, this process can be extremely useful.  At the same time, it is important that you avoid identifying these students in front of their peers.  Maintain their dignity at all times!





4.  Make sure you ask the students to complete every question, or ask each student each question if interviewing.





5.  Avoid settling for student’s general responses (e.g., go out to play) in student responses.  Whenever possible, check student responses and/or probe verbal responses to obtain more detail and specifics (e.g., play basketball with my friends, play Nintendo...). Similarly, avoid yes/no questions.  They do not lend themselves to productive ends.





6.  When comparing results, consider the students’ gender and cultural background.  For example, elementary boys and girls tend to respond differently to certain questions (e.g., What do you like to do with your friends?).





7. The information that you get from the peer inventories can also be helpful in generating meaningful, well-balanced, age-appropriate IEP goals and objectives. If the comparison yields mismatches between the student with an IEP and his/her peers, the information needs to be shared with the IEP-Team for possible IEP goals and objectives.  Mismatches may be the factors that are distancing the student with an IEP from his/her peers. You may wish to consider addressing mismatches in an effort to increase the student’s similarities with his/her peers.
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