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Peer Inventory





	


	A desired outcome of education for ALL students is to live as valued and respected members of the community having meaningful relationships with family, friends and intimates. As educators, therefore, one of our tasks is to assist our students in the development and maintenance of these relationships, including friendships. Although we cannot force friendships, we can take advantage of the knowledge that there are factors associated with friendship development.  Four factors are proximity, opportunity, perceptions of similarity, and competence (Falvey, 1992).  With this information, we might infer that friendships may develop if two or more people (a) share common locations and have opportunities to interact, (b) have experiences in common, and (c) have the needed skills to engage in interactions.  Unfortunately, there are students who have few to no friends.  We need to find a way to address this.





A peer inventory is one strategy used to gather and analyze information about age similar peers of a student with an IEP.   It is used to assist a teacher in gathering and analyzing information which may provide important information for IEP goals and objectives. The peer inventory is an information gathering tool which can  help a teacher identify needs of a student with an IEP by (a) comparing the responses of the student with an IEP to responses of his/her age similar peers; (b) identifying similarities and mismatches; and (c) listing possible IEP goals and objectives for the IEP Team to consider.  The peer inventory provides the teacher with socially valid information which may be used in conjunction with results from other assessments to determine potential goals and objectives for a student with an IEP. Although there are no standards for completing peer inventories or interviewing peers, the Project shares with you some of our experiences and helpful hints concerning this useful strategy. It is extremely important that you maintain the dignity of the student with the IEP during this process. 





1.	Identify the targeted student (student with an IEP), the age/grade of the students, and the students to whom you will be administering the peer inventory.  Generally, you should conduct peer inventories on students of the same age, grade and gender as the student with the IEP.





2.	 Administer different versions with different content depending on the age of the student (e.g., elementary, middle school, and high school levels).  We have provided some examples for you for each level (kindergarten, elementary, middle and high school).





3.  	Before interviewing students or having them complete a peer inventory, provide them with a clear rationale for the purpose of the activity.  We have found that this increases the sincerity of student effort, especially for students in the older grades. A couple of lead in sentences may be, “It has been a long time since I have been in ___ grade and I would like to see what students your age are interested in”;  “As your teacher, I want to know some things about my class.  This will help me........."





4. 	 If you have one or more students who you have specifically targeted as needing additional help in developing and maintaining friendships, or need to engage in more appropriate recreation/leisure activities, this process can be extremely useful.  At the same time, it is important that you avoid identifying these students in front of their peers.  Maintain the dignity of the targeted student/student with IEP at all times.





5.  	Make sure you ask the students to complete every question, or ask each student each question if interviewing.





6.  	Avoid settling for student’s general responses (e.g., go out to play) in student responses.  Whenever possible, check student responses and/or probe verbal responses to obtain more detail and specifics (e.g., play basketball with my friends, play Nintendo...).  Similarly, avoid yes/no questions.  They do not lend themselves to productive ends.





7.  	When comparing results, consider the students’ gender and cultural background.  For example, elementary boys and girls tend to respond differently to certain questions (e.g., What do you like to do with your friends?).





8. 	The information that you get from the peer inventories can also be helpful in generating meaningful, well-balanced, age-appropriate IEP goals and objectives. If the comparison yields mismatches between the student with an IEP and his/her peers, the information needs to be shared with the IEP Team for possible IEP goals and objectives.  Mismatches may be the factors that are distancing the student with an IEP from his/her peers. You may wish to consider addressing mismatches in an effort to increase the student’s similarities with his/her peers.�
Peer Inventory for Kindergarten Students


 Directions:  Teacher should read questions to the students, asking students individually, specifics to the questions being answered. (i.e.what is your favorite game to play inside, etc.).                                                                                                                                                                                           �                                     �


1.  What do you like about school? 








2. What games do you like to play inside?








3. What games do you like to play outside? 








4. What restaurants do you go to with your family?








5.  What do you like to read?








6.  Do you have a brother(s) or sister(s)? ________ 





How many brothers? _________     


     


How many sisters? ___________








7.  What do you like to sing?








8.  What music do you like to listen to?





�
Peer Inventory for Elementary Students (3-6)


Directions:  It has been a long time since I was in grade school.  I cannot keep track of all the new, cool things that you like.  Please help me find out more about your likes and dislikes by  taking some time to answer the following questions.  Thank you.





1.  Are you a boy or girl? __________





2.  How old are you? ______What grade are you in? ____________________________





3.  Do you like school?_____Why or Why not? _________________________________





4.  What subject(s) do you like best in school? _________________________________


     


 ___________________________________________________________________        �           �                 �                �


5.  Do you like to play sports? __________                         





What sports do you like to play? _________________________________________





6.  What do you like to do at recess? ________________________________________





7.  Do you like to play games (Monopoly, Sorry, card games, etc.)? ________





What games do you like to play? ________________________________





8.  What do you do when you are at home? ___________________________________





9.  Do you like to watch T. V.?_______ 





     What is/are your favorite T. V. Show(s)? ___________________________________    





__________________________________________________________________


             �                             �





10.  Do you like to listen to music?_______  Do you like to sing?_______





       What is your favorite song(s)? __________________________________________





11.  What do you like to eat? ______________________________________________


     


Where do you like to go eat (restaurant)?  _________________________________





How often do you go out to eat? ________________________________________


         �                                    �





12.  What do you like to do with your friends after school? ________________________





13.  What do you like to do on the weekend? __________________________________


       


 ____________________________________________________________





14.  What do you like to do with your family? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________








15.  If you had a million dollars, what would you do





first? ______________________


                                                  �


second? _________________





                                                                             third?_______________________
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Peer Inventory for Middle School Students


Directions:  It has been a long time since I was in middle school.  I cannot keep track of the new, cool things that you like.  You can help me stay “with-it” by filling out this survey.  Please take some time to complete. Thank you.





1.  How old are you? __________   What grade are you in school?_________________





2.  Are you male or female? (Circle one)





3.  Do you like school?_______  Why or Why not? _______________________


      _____________________________________________________________





4.  Who is your favorite teacher?__________________ Why?________





_____________________________________________________________





5.  What is/are your favorite class(es) in  school?________________________


�           �          �               �





6.  What activities, clubs, do you belong to/participate in at school? ________


      ____________________________________________________________





In the community?____________________________________________________





7.  Do you play sports? ______ 


 


What sports do you like to play in school? _____________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________





What sports do you like to play in the community?  ______________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________





8.  Do you like to watch sports?__________





Who is/are your favorite sports team(s)? _____________________________


_____________________________________________________________





9.  What do you like to do in your free time after school? ___________________


10.  What do you like to do on the weekends? ___________________________


________________________________________________________________





11.  Do you like to read? __________________ 





If yes, what are some of your favorite books? __________________________________





________________________________________________________________________





12.  What are some of your hobbies? _________________________________________





13. What type of music do you listen to? _____________________________________





14. Who is/are your favorite singer(s)? ______________________________________





Who is/are your favorite singing group(s)? _______________________________ 





____________________________________________________________________





15.  What is/are your favorite song(s)?_______________________________________





16.  Do you like movies? _______





What type of movies do you like best? ____________________________________





 ___________________________________________________________________





17.  Who is/are your favorite movie star(s)?___________________________________





18.  Do you watch T. V.? ________What is/are your favorite show(s)______________


        ____________________________________________________________________


                           �                            �


16.  What type(s) of food do you like to eat? __________________________________





What is your favorite food? ____________________________________________


         


Where do you like to eat out with your friends? ___________________________





With your family? ___________________________________________________





17.  What do you think you would like to do after you get out of school?____________


         


___________________________________________________________________


�
Peer Inventory for High School Students


 Directions:  It has been so long since I have been in high school, it is hard for me to keep up with what is “in” today.  This will help me learn what your likes and dislikes are.   Please take some time to complete.  Thank you.





1.  Are you male/female?_________





2.  How old are you?_____





3.  What is/are your favorite subject(s) in school?_____________________________________





What is/are your least favorite subject(s) in school? _____________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


�           �                 �                �





5.  What clubs do you belong to in school?_________________________________________





6.  What sports do you play in school? ____________________________________________





7.  If you like sports, what sport(s) is/are your favorite? ________________________________





8.  Who is/are your favorite sports team(s)? ________________________________________





Who is/are your favorite athlete(s)? _____________________________________________





9.  What do you like to do after school? ____________________________________________





10.  What do you like to do in the evenings? _______________________________________





11.  What do you like to do on the weekends? ______________________________________





12.  Do you like to read?________ What are some of your favorite books? _____________





_________________________________________________________________________





13.  What are some of your favorite T.V. shows? _____________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________





14.  What type of movies do you like best?_________________________________________





What is/are your favorite movie(s)?_____________________________________________





How often do you go to the movies?___________________________________________





Who do you usually go with (family or friends)?__________________________________


�                            �





15.  Where do you like to go with your friends to eat?________________________________


      


 How often do you go out to eat with your friends? ________________________________





16.  Where do you like to shop with your friends?_____________________________________





17.  Do you drive?__________ 





Do you have your own car?__________





What type of car do you drive? __________________________________________ 





What would be your ideal car? __________________________________________





18.  What is one hobby that you have? _______________________________________





19.  What radio station(s) do you listen to?______________________________________________





20.  What is/are your favorite song(s)?__________________________________________________





21.  Do you have a part-time job?_______ If yes, what do you do?____________________________





22.  What do you want to do after you graduate from High School? _____________________


___________________________________________________________________________





23.  What do you hope to be doing five years after High School? _______________________


       


_________________________________________________________________________





24.	What type of job do you think you want after High School? ________________________


____________________________________________________________________________














