Administering the Assessment: Phonemic Awareness
Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear the order of spoken sounds (Snow, Burns, and Griffin, 1998). A child’s level of phonemic awareness is correlated to their reading success. Playing with the sounds within words helps develop phonemic awareness. This is done orally without any printed words or sentences.
Some students need direct instruction in hearing the sounds within words. An assessment of the child’s level of phonemic awareness will tell us if he needs help and if so, with what stage. For more information on the stages of phonemic awareness see Chapter Four.

To conduct this assessment you will need six counters (any penny-shaped object) for children to manipulate and one copy each of pages 18-19.

  1.    
Begin by saying, “I will push one counter at a time as I say some words. You will point to the counters that
show two words that are the same.” You push one counter at a time toward the child as you say each of the following words:

             dan-dan-den

             puck-ruck-puck

             tiff-kit-kit

             been-band-been

             cot-cot-bet

             Put a check if the child’s answer is correct, put a – if it is not.

2.     
Now say, “Do these words begin with the same sound?”


leg-lunch


duck-pan


sun-moon


fork-fish


chocolate-cheese


Put a check if the child’s answer is correct, put a – if it is not.
3.
Now say, “How many words are in this sentence?” Have children move the counters as you say each word.


I like dogs.

What is your favorite color?


This movie is good.

   
I live in a green house.


Do you have a pet?


Put a check if the child’s answer is correct, put a – if it is not.
4. 
Now say, “Do you know any words that rhyme?” List any rhyming words the child says. Then say, “Do these words rhyme?”

cat-hat


say-way


please-play


like-bike


dog-door

 
Put a check if the child’s answer is correct, put a – if it is not.

5. 
Then say, “Tell me a word that rhymes with this word.”


We


Shop


Take


That


Bike

Write the word the child says. Then put a check if the word rhymes, put a – if it does not.

6.
Now say, “We can tell how many parts are in a word by clapping as we say the word. Let’s do your name first.” Say the child’s name, clapping the syllables as you say it. Then, practice the following words with the child:


table


chair


window


Now have the child say and clap the words on her own. When she is done ask her how many times she clapped. Record what she says.


Here


Up


Children


Pencil


Come


And


Another


Went


Little


Bicycle

Put a check if the number is correct, put a – if it is not. 

7. 
Now say, “How many sounds do you hear in these words?” Have children use the counters if needed.


Dog (3)


Go (2)


Cat (3)


I (1)


Tea (2)


Record the number the child says. Put a check if the number is correct, put a – if it is not. 

8. 
Now say, “I am going to say the sounds in some words. When I am done you tell me what the words are. Let’s do some practice words together first.” Practice the following words with the child:

f-i-sh


n-o-d


p-e-t



Tell the child it is their turn to do it by themselves.


h-a-t


s-i-p


d-o-t


b-e-d


g-u-m


Write the word the child says. Put a check if the word is correct, put a – if it is not.

9. 
Finally say, “I am going to say a word. You tell me all of the sounds in the word.” Do some practice words if the child does not understand.

Big


Map


Cut


Meet


Goat

Write the sounds the child says with a – between sounds (e.g., b-i-g). Put a check if the sounds are correct, put a – if it they are not. 

	Phonemic Awareness Assessment

	Student Name


	Recorder
	Date
	Check  for correct answer – for incorrect answer

	Can identify which words are the same:
	Can identify same beginning sound:
	

	You say: Point to the counters that show two words that are the same.
	Check/-
	You say: Do these words begin with the same sound?
	Check/--
	You say: How many words are in this sentence? (use counters)
	Check/--

	Dan-dan-den
	
	Leg-lunch
	
	I like dogs.
	

	Puck-ruck-puck
	
	Duck-pan
	
	What is your favorite color?
	

	Tiff-kit-kit
	
	Sun-moon
	
	This movie is good.
	

	Been-band-been
	
	Fork-fish
	
	I live in a green house
	

	Cot-cot-bet
	
	Chocolate-cheese
	
	Do you have a pet?
	

	Notes



	Can identify rhyming words:
	Can supply rhyming words:

	You say: Do you Know any words that rhyme? (list below)
	You say: Do these words rhyme?
	Check/-
	You say: Tell me a word that rhymes with this word.
	Student Response
	Check/--

	
	Cat-hat
	
	We
	
	

	
	Say-way
	
	Shop
	
	

	
	Please-play
	
	Take
	
	

	
	Like-bike
	
	That
	
	

	
	Dog-door
	
	bike
	
	

	Notes




	Phonemic Awareness Assessment

	Can identify number of syllables in words:

	You say: We can tell how many parts in a word by clapping as we say the word. Let’s do your name first.
	You say:
	Check/-
	You say:


	Check/--

	Practice words (clap together)
	Here
	
	And
	

	Student’s name
	Up
	
	Another
	

	Table
	Children
	
	Went
	

	Chair
	Pencil
	
	Little
	

	window
	come
	
	Bicycle
	

	Notes



	Can identify the number of sounds in a word:
	Can blend parts of a word into its whole:
	Can segment into parts:

	You say: How many sounds do you hear in these words?
	Check/--
	You say: Say these sounds.
	Student Response
	Check/--

	You say: Which sounds do you hear?
	Student Response
	Check/-

	Dog (3)
	
	h-a-t
	
	
	Big
	
	

	Go (2)
	
	s-i-p
	
	
	Map
	
	

	Cat (3)
	
	d-o-t
	
	
	Cut
	
	

	I (1)
	
	b-e-d
	
	
	Meet
	
	

	Tea (2)
	
	g-u-m
	
	
	Goat
	
	

	Notes




	Phonemic Awareness/Letters and Sounds Summary

	Teacher


	Date
	Check for correct answer – for incorrect answer

	Student Name
	Phonemic Awareness
	Letter Identification

	
	Identify same word
	Identify same beginning sounds
	Identify # of words in sentence
	Identify rhyming words
	Supply rhyming words
	Identify # of syllables
	Identify # of sounds in a word
	Blends sounds
	Segments sounds
	Name/54
	Sound/54
	Word/54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Analyzing the Results: Phonemic Awareness
Record student responses in each column of the Phonemic Awareness/Letters and Sounds Summary. Put a check if 80% of the answers are correct (four out of five); put a – if less than 80% of the answers are correct.

Once all of the students’ responses have been recorded, use a highlighting marker to highlight all of the – marks. These indicate the skills that are identified as inaccurate or undeveloped. Once all of the skills are highlighted, look at the students that need assistance. Students with similar needs should come together as a group to work on learning about that print concept. These groups should be flexible. Once a student is able to demonstrate the skill, she should no longer be a member of the group.

There are suggested activities in Chapter Three to address learning about phonemic awareness. All of them require working with counters and pictures, without any printed words or material. It is important to separate print from sounds. Once print has been added to the activity it becomes a phonics activity, not a phonemic awareness activity.
