Protocol for teaching Joe what negative and positive comments are

Sit facing Joe and present him with one of your cards on which is written a statement. Ask Joe to tell you if that comment is a positive/Ok/acceptable, etc. statement/thing to say or a negative/bad/yucky/sad comment/thing to say. 

On the data sheet, next to the statement you presented, mark Joe’s response using the code in the top right hand corner.

If he correctly identifies the statement as positive or negative, within three seconds, of having read it/having it read to him, mark a / on that number for the day in which you are presenting the statement.

If Joe does not answer within 3 seconds (count silently to yourself, one-thousand-one, one-thousand-two, one-thousand-three) give him a hint that you think will help him decide. Choose from the ones below:

· Read it using the inflection in your voice to convey positive or negative.

· Ask him if his dad/Mrs. Chandler would like to hear that statement.

· Have him read it out loud to you and respond with the appropriate facial expression.

· Show him key words that send the positive or negative message (e.g., not, hard, “give up”, don’t, can’t, etc. and good, like, happy, smart, proud, happy, excited, etc.)

If he correctly identifies the statement as positive or negative after helping/prompting him mark a P on that number for the day in which you are presenting the statement.

The data sheet is arranged such that the 10 negative statements are at the top and the 15 positive statements are at the bottom of the page. Each of you will have one third of the statements to review with Joe each day. Mark his responses for your statements and send the data sheet on to his next teacher (Beverly, Pat, or Connie). An example in red ink has been provided.

The goal, as stated on the top of the data sheet is for Joe to correctly and independently (so it does not count as correct is you had to use one of the prompts from above) identify each statement as positive or negative 4 out of 5 consecutive days (at least 4 10s and 4 15s respectively, out of five). Study the example to see what the goal is.

After this goal is achieved, we will move on to teaching him to evaluate comments he makes, on the spot. We will not get to that until at least the next site visit, March 5, 2002.

As always, call or e-mail me if you have any questions or concerns: (865) 546-7325 or mabrown@utk.edu 

Melissa

