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EXPLANATION OF THE "ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSES" FORM

As students with disabilities become increasingly included in general/vocational education classes, educators are focusing on two major facets of the multi-faceted general/vocational education curriculum. One facet is the traditional written curriculum; the other is the "unwritten" curriculum.  The "unwritten" curriculum includes life-long skills related to good work habits, good citizenship, development of social relationships and good collaboration skills.  Typically these skills (e.g. standing in line, raising your hand, waiting your turn, asking for assistance, using appropriate manners...) are skills that are addressed on a daily basis within general/vocational education classes and are typically acquired by active participation in the schooling process.  The nature of having a disability sometimes makes it necessary to teach these skills more systematically to students having difficulty acquiring them.


As schools continue to expand upon active learning occurring by student's with disabilities participation within general/vocational education class(es) there is an expanding role for the "unwritten " curriculum.  Educational teams are moving from determining specific content for the "unwritten" curriculum through incidental procedures to more systematic, comprehensive assessment(s) and collaborative procedures. One tool that may assist educational teams in collaboratively generating goals and objectives for the "unwritten" curriculum for each general/vocational education class is the Assessment of Student Participation in General/Vocational Education Classes: "Social and Communication Skills"  and the "Classroom Routines and Activities" (ASPGEC) forms (adapted from MacDonald and York, 1989).  By using the ASPGEC it is possible to interpret the generic "social" domain into specific targeted behaviors.   Together the "Social and Communication Skills" and the "Classroom Routines and Activities" parts of the ASPGEC provide assessment information that relates to curricular domains of (a) relationships; (b) curriculum-specific & associated relationships and (c) vocational skills. 


The LRE for LIFE Project recommends a five (5) step process for assessing students and generating general/vocational education-class-specific "unwritten" curriculum content.  These are articulated below:

STEP 1:
Validate the items on both forms WITH the general/vocational education teacher, to ensure a complete and accurate list of skills that the general/vocational education teacher feels are important to his/her class.  As you determine the validity of each item delete the items that are not valid to the general/vocational education teacher, while adding any additional skills the team deems important for participation in that general/vocational education class.

STEP 2:
(This step can be done in conjunction with step 1.)  Interview the general/vocational education teacher concerning the targeted student (T) and at least three typical students without disabilities (S1, S2, S3).  On an item by item basis ask the general/vocational education teachers, relative to the typical students, does the targeted student perform each skill, record the responses for all four students.  Use a code such as, Usually, Sometimes, Rarely, Never to record the responses. Record this information in the first section.

STEP 3:
Observe the targeted student and three typical students (if possible the same three typical students as the interview) in the general/vocational education setting and record your observations. Use a code such as, "/" for did observe and "X" for did not observe. Record this information in the second section.

STEP 4:
WITH the general/vocational education teacher, compare the data from the interview and the data taken during the observation. This collaboration should act as a reliability check for both data collections.  Discuss any discrepancies and try to determine a reason for them.

STEP 5:
WITH the general/vocational education teacher prioritize five to ten skills to teach the targeted student that are considered most important for successful participation in that general/vocational education class.  These prioritized skills should then be included in the IEP of the targeted student.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSESPRIVATE 

SOCIAL & COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Class:                                                   Teacher:                                                       Target Student (T):                                                                  
Interview Code:
U = Usually     S = Sometimes     R = Rarely     N = Never     NO = No opportunity     NA = Not Applicable to Class Teacher

Observation Code:  / = Observed/observed most of the time     X = Did not occur/did not occur most of the time     DNO = Did not observe
	Student Names/Initials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Behaviors
	T
	S1
	S2
	S3
	T
	S1
	S2
	S3

	19
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Uses intelligible speech (volume, rate, articulations, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Uses appropriate language/vocabulary/topic of conversation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Uses appropriate gestures and body movements when  interacting with others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Gives feedback:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  gives positive feedback
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  gives negative feedback
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Takes turns communicating in conversations with others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Maintains eye contact with the listener when speaking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Secures listener attention before communicating
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Orients toward the speaker or other source of input
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	States or indicates:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  don't know/don't understand
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  when finished with an activity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Follows directions:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  for curricular tasks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  for helping/errand tasks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  c.  given to the student individually
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  d.  given to students as a group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Asks questions:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  asks for help
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  asks for info. (clarification, feedback)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Makes choices and indicates preferences:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b. initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Participates in joking and teasing:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Uses expressions of politeness (please, thank-you, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Uses farewells:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Uses social greetings:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Interacts with the classroom teacher:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b. initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Interacts with peers:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  a.  responds to others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  b.  initiates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


From:  MacDonald, C., & York, J. (1989).  Regular class integration:  Assessment, objectives, instructional programs.  In J. York, T. Vandercook, C. MacDonald, & S. Wolff (Eds.).  Strategies for Full Inclusion (pp. 83-116).  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota, Institute on Community Integration, reprinted by permission.
ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSES

CLASSROOM  ROUTINES & ACTIVITIES
Class:                                                   Teacher:                                                       Target Student (T):                                                                  
Interview Code:
U = Usually     S = Sometimes     R = Rarely     N = Never     NO = No opportunity     NA = Not Applicable to Class Teacher

Observation Code:  / = Observed/observed most of the time     X = Did not occur/did not occur most of the time     DNO = Did not observe

	Student Names/Initials
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Behaviors
	T
	S1
	S2
	S3
	T
	S1
	S2
	S3

	23
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Copes with criticism/correction without incident and tries an 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  alternative behavior
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Evaluates quality of own work (given a model)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Readily accepts assistance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Performs competitive learning tasks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Works cooperatively with a small group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Works cooperatively with a partner
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Uses classroom materials and equipment safely
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Puts materials away after use
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Uses materials for their intended purpose
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Shares materials for their intended purpose
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Locates/brings materials to classes as needed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Follows class rules
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Tolerates out of the ordinary changes in classroom activities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Terminates tasks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Participates in some regular class activities without adaptation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Stays on task
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Begins on task
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Performs transitional activities during class in response to 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  situational cues (changes in seating, activity, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Gets to class on time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Negotiated Priorities

Social & Communication Skills

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Classroom Routines & Activities

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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